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   The 150th anniversary of the Sand Creek Massacre coincided, ironically, with the 150th anniversary of the founding of the University of Denver (formerly Colorado Seminary) by John Evans.
   John Evans, among his many accomplishments, founded two universities -- Northwestern University in Evanston, Illinois (1851) and the Colorado Seminary which later became the University of Denver (1864). Those accomplishments ranged from a physician by training to developer of  Colorado's railroads, and resulted in "great respect and admiration," -- Evanston, Illinois, Evans, Colorado, Mount Evans in the Colorado Rocky Mountains, many streets and parks.
   Such adulation raises this question here in the 21st Century:  Would Evans have garnered all that respect and admiration had his role in the Sand Creek Massacre been known at the time? The answer to that question, hopefully, definitely not! Read on.
Point-of-Information: The Treaty of the Little Arkansas, ratified May 22, 1866, and proclaimed February 2, 1867, granted certain Bands of Cheyenne and Arapahoe Indians reparations for the injuries done at Sand Creek on November 29, 1864. "The reparations promised by the Treaty of the Little Arkansas remain unpaid." (writer's emphasis)
   Justice Philip A. Brinmer in the United States District Court for the District of Colorado, the United States, the Department of the Interior and the Bureau of Indian Affairs acknowledged that "in all of American history there is no episode more contemptible nor more abhorrent than the depredations of the United States Calvary on the banks of Sand Creek in Colorado Territory during the early morning hours of November 29, 1864. The Sand Creek Massacre was a tragedy and a disgrace." (Civil Action No, 13-CV-01836-PAB-CBS)
   John Evans was appointed to serve as Colorado's second territorial governor in 1862, and served until he was forced out of office in 1865, after his role in the Sand Creek Massacre was exposed. Evans was the top civil and political official in the Colorado Territory, and as such, was "coterminous with the assignment as Ex Officio Superintendent of Indian Affairs.
   The John Evans Study Committee (the Committee) acknowledged that neither university had until now made an effort to understand or assess the legacy of John Evans. The Report issued by the Committee was not meant as an academic trial of Evans in absentia but as an effort to understand the legacy of Evans. The Committee noted, "Such a task requires that the decisions and actions that John Evans undertook be situated in the context of the ideas, policies, expectations and principles of territorial leadership evident in the mid-nineteenth century American West.
   The Committee also acknowledged the difficulty for the University and surrounding Colorado community to confront the history of John Evans' role in the Sand Creek Massacre, and what amounted to the enabling of John Chivington who "personally planned and carried out the massacre."
   The Committee concluded:
· John Evans' pattern of neglect of his treaty-negotiating duties, his leadership failures and his reckless decision-making in 1864 combine to clearly demonstrate a significant level of culpability for the Sand Creek Massacre.
· While not of the same character, Evans' culpability is comparable in degree to that of Colonel John Chivington, the military commander who personally planned and carried out the massacre.
· Evans' actions and influence, more than those of any other political official in Colorado Territory, created the conditions in which the massacre was highly likely.
· Evans abrogated his duties as superintendent, fanned the flames of war when he could have dampened them, cultivated an unusually interdependent relationship with the military, and rejected clear opportunities to engage in peaceful negotiations with the Native peoples under his jurisdiction.
· He [Evans] successfully lobbied the War Department for the deployment of a federalized regiment consisting largely of undertrained, undisciplined volunteer soldiers who executed most of the atrocities during the massacre.
   The Committee stated that instead of concentrating on Evans' accomplishments, the Report instead concentrates on "the fateful decisions and events that took place over a mere span of four years that mark some of the darkest moments in American frontier history."  
   Next week, more of the Committee's findings.
   The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
